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mounts his horse, and dashes off to the scene, to try
and control the crowd, and to direct the efforts of
those few who seem to have their senses left, in
attempting to extinguish the flames, or prevent the
conflagration from spreading. He will be lucky if he
succeeds in doing any good. He will be very lucky if
he escapes without some personal injury, and he will
probably meet with execrations instead of thanks from
those people whose huts have had to be pulled down in
order to prevent the fire from spreading.

There is sometimes at a sub-division a great oppor-
tunity for getting good sport if the assistant is fond
of hunting or shooting. Near the principal station of
many districts the game is becoming exhausted; but
in a remote sub-division there are usually some natural
game-preserves which have not been so often invaded
by the adventurous English sportsman. As to snipe,
he will probably find them in his own garden any
time between September and March; and the rice-
swamps which come up to the edge of his garden are
sure to be full of snipe in different places as the waters
of the annual inundation begin to subside. Wild
ducks of infinite variety and in numbers innumerable
are to be found in some of the quiet inland backwaters
branching from the nearest great river. The wild hogs
are seldom wanting. The villagers will gladly point
out these dangerous enemies to their crops; and if the
ground is rideable, some friends with their horses and
spears may occasionally be brought together for a
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